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A NOOK IN BRITTANY. 

By Mrs. Wicksteed. 


AIost English tourists have made acquaintance with that 
charming “old world” country, Bretagne or Brittany, with 
its blue seas and rocky coasts, its interesting old towns and 
still more interesting people. But only a few of the holiday 
folk who throng the gay little watering-places of its northern 
shores make their way to its far more enchanting and 
romantic southern coast, and still fewer penetrate to that 
little fringe of country called Guerande, which, lying a t the 
mouth of the River Loire, smiles southward upon the Bay of 
Biscay. Here is a chain of little “ Plages,” each delightful 
in its way, but one , so insignificant as not even to be marked 
upon the map, queen of all ! Let me describe Ste. Marguerite 
A charming little bay enclosed at either end by rocks- 
the background gently undulating and clothed with pines ! 
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• vs 6 " are nice excursions to be made to the 

neighbouring little “Plages,” Ponlighien, La Baule l e 
Croisic, and to the ancient town of Guerande. Each of these 
has an interest of its own. The “ Fete de Dieu ” at Guerande, 
i\lay, is worth going many miles to see. Further, one 
can make an expedition round the entire coast of Brittany 
to St. Malo in a week or ten days, which the writer knows 
by experience to be delightful. The resemblance between 
the Bretons, the Irish, and the Welsh (all of them Celts], 
is most marked and very interesting. 

We must not, however, leave Ste. Marguerite without a 
word about its comfortable hotel, whose cheerful, friendly 
atmosphere really makes half the charm of the place. I 
may add that there is a very good doctor at St. Nazaire. 
The hotel is crowded in August, with Parisians, Russians, 
Americans, and a few English. But it has the advantage 
of being open two-and-a-half months earlier. When other 
places are closed and forlorn (for the French do not migrate 
till July), it holds out a welcome which is very grateful to 


the weary man of letters, or over-worked doctor, or anxious 
housewife, who want, not crowds, but peace, sunshine and 
reasonable living. 

Ste. Marguerite is seven or eight hours’ journey from Paris, 
by the Orleans route, to Pornichet and about the same 
length of time from St. Malo across country. The latter 
route, in connection with Southampton, is cheaper. 


